French Quarter-Marigny Historic
Area Management District
Regular Meeting Monday, April 6, 2009,
Royal Orleans, Toulouse Dauphine Room
New Orleans, LA 

Minutes
 
I.  Call to Order; Intro of Guests
 
Present:  Darryl Berger, Chris Costello, Carol Greve, Dr. Ralph Lupin, Steve Pettus, Kim Rosenberg, Sal Sunseri, Lois Sutton, Ted Young  and Peter Ambrose.  Absent:  Nathan Chapman, Jude Marullo, Bret Smith and Lois Sutton.
 
Guests:  Billy Guste, Attorney; Annie Flettrich, French Quarter Business Association; Mike Moffitt, VCPORA, Leslie Perrin, French Quarter Citizens; Chuck Randell, MOM; CoCo Paddison, FQC; Ruth Burke, Lower Quarter Crime Watch; Bryan Francher, French Quarter Citizens; Janelle Masden, Patio Planters; Bonnye Pardo, French Quarter Citizens; Bill Langkoff, LA Hotel & Lodging Association; Francis Hegenberger, MOM; Louis Dabdoub, guest speaker; and Mary Cunningham, District C Councilmember representative.  
 
Guests were recognized and welcomed by Mr. Berger   

Mr. Berger welcomed Mr. Ambrose, GM of the Astor Crowne Plaza hotel, as a new Board member, replacing Myra deGersdorff, 
 
Mr. Berger also introduced Special guest Louis Dabdoub, former commander of the 8th District NOPD and now a private consultant on security.  Mr. Dabdoub spoke on the importance of safety and security in the District and what can be done to achieve goals with money raised in a taxing district.  Suggestions included improved lighting and crime cameras. 
 
II. Approval of Minutes of March 7, 2009
 
Motion by Sal and seconded by Chris for approval of the March 7, 2009 Minutes passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
III.                 Discussion of Proposed Tax district; Subsequent Steps

A presentation by Chuck Ransdell, Meeting of the Minds, (new coalition in he French Quarter to search for solutions to crime problems.)  He reported on meeting with NOPD Chief Warren Riley and an upcoming meeting with criminal court Judges to discuss crime problems and potential solutions.  This group is exploring paid patrols, lighting issues, cameras and trying for a residential wireless system.  Recording cameras for up to 8 to 72 hours on one device with one camera per block. MOM had several questions about the proposed taxing district such as source of funding, who will control and who will decide how the money will be spent. An election could be held in October or November of this year.
 
It was announced that the next meeting of the combined groups would be April 14, 15 or 16 at the Astor Crowne Hotel.
 
It was suggested by Sal that MOM become a committee of FQMHAMD.  
 
Motions:

Motion by Kim with second by Chris to authorize requesting Senator Murray pre-file legislation on behalf of the District that would amend the Board’s enabling legislation to authorize and create flat fee property assessments on the taxable properties located within the District and/or a combination of flat fee assessments and millage taxation regarding the same, with the intent that the pre-filed legislation be amended to reflect the will of the Board that will represent the will of the community as developed through future meetings and/or interaction with the District’s residential and business communities.  Following a roll-call vote, the motion passed unanimously.
 
A motion by Kim, seconded by Steve, authorized Carol, with advice of one or more Board members of her choosing, to make a selection prior to the end of the month from the Legislative Auditor’s approved list of CPAs/auditors of a CPA/auditor who will conduct an audit of the district  as required by the Legislative Auditor and then submit  the audit to the Legislative Auditor by June 30, 2009, as required by the Legislative Auditor.  A preference is to be given to Orleans Parish firms and the selection should be cost-conscious.   Following a roll-call vote, the motion passed unanimously.

A motion by Chris, seconded by Ted, to allocate $50 a month to CompuCast Web Design, Inc., for monthly hosting and maintaining of the District’s website, with charges to start May 1, 2009, with a preference for a month to month contract.  Following a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.
 
Minutes compiled from notes taken by Kim Rosenberg and Carol Greve
 
 
 
 
 
 
